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ÒHelping WSU Master Gardener Programs ÒgrowÓ better communities through financial support, communication, education and advocacyÓ

From the President
Bill Havens

WSU Extension Master Gardeners celebrate 35 years of community service this year. 
The Master Gardener program was founded in 1973 at Washington State University
Extension offices in Pierce and King Counties. This is one of the great success stories of
WSU:  the program has spread to all 50 states and Canada. It has also become a model
for other Extension volunteer programs, such as Beach Watchers, Master Composters
and Master Food Preservers.

The Master Gardener program was conceived when WSU Extension agents in the Puget
Sound area were having difficulty meeting the publicÕs demand for information to help
solve plant problems in their home gardens. Extension agents in King and Pierce
Counties started training ÒMaster GardenersÓ as a resource to help educate the public.
Later, in 1973, a training program began in Spokane County, making the Master
Gardener program a statewide program.

Now, 35 years later, more than 3,000 Master Gardeners contribute hundreds of hours of
community service in local communities all across the state, addressing social, economic
and environmental issues.

The Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State (MGFWS) and WSU Extension
celebrated this 35-year anniversary at last monthÕs leadership conference at Port
Townsend. We honored our ÒfoundersÓ for their vision and welcomed two Master
Gardeners from the first class:  E. White Smith and Bill Taylor. We hope local
foundations that have not already done so will join in the celebration.  The state
foundation can help you plan activities in recognition of the anniversary. Contact Bill
Havens, state foundation president, at behavens@comcast.net.

As one example of the resources available, the MGFWS has produced a poster to help
mark this important year. This poster depicts the past, present and future with the shapes
of an old, gnarled plum branch supporting the flowers of the present and the fruit of the
future. (See page 3 for a graphic of this poster.)

Our future presents challenges and opportunities. Take, for example, the increased
interest in home food production. Increasing food costs and concerns about food
contamination are driving people Òback to the soil.Ó Many young people have no
experience with vegetable gardening. They will surely need our help! 
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WSU MG PROGRAM LEADER
           TONIE FITZGERALD



Friends of the Foundation
Individuals, businesses, organizations, social clubs, and others are Friends of the
Foundation. Friends are those who have contributed in kind, or in tax-deductible cash
donations to support the Foundation, which, in turn supports the WSU Master Gardener
Programs in communities statewide. THANK YOU to the following for their interest
And contributions to the Foundation.

Individual: $25 to $99:
Bob Taylor 2004, 2005 Whistling Rabbits Events 2005
Ed LaCrosse 2004, 2005, 2007 Richard and Frances Edgar 2005
M. J. Tyler 2004, 2006 Barbara and Jared Reisinger 2005
DeLona Kent 2004 Mansako Sekimoto 2005
Jean France 2004 Dr. John Wott 2005
Sharon Commander 2005 Rickey and Noreen Cabine 2005
Robert Commander 2004 Terry West and Carolyn Dupen 2005
Keith Underwood 2005 Ken Bryan and Sharon Hunter 2005
Bill Havens 2004 Candace Barraga and Bob Igou 2005
Judith Sheer 2004 Jim Olney and Leslie Touissant 2005
William Sheer 2004 Helen Bachrach 2005
Katherine C. Gordon 2005
Martha Clatterbough 2005

Contributor: $100 to $499:
Bob Findlay and Lee Haugen 2004
JanÕs Plants and Gifts, Poulsbo 2004, 2005
Joan B. Stout 2004, 2005
Ed Hume Enterprises, Inc., Kent 2004, 2005, 2006
Cedar Grove Composting, Seattle 2004
Don Stewart 2004
McComb Gardens Nursery 2005, 2006, 2007
Jean Anna Jennings 2005
Sarah Navarre 2005
Brian and Carol Murphy 2005
Linda Chalker-Scott and James Scott 2005
A&D Nursery, Snohomish 2005
Robert and Sharon Commander 2007

Supporting: $500 to $999:
Larry Davis 2007, 2008

Sustaining: $1,000 or more:
Frank Russell Group of Companies, Tacoma
Allen Davenport
The Glass Gardener, Inc. 2005, www.glassgardener.com
Bill Havens 2007
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Greetings from the Governor
June 12 Ð 14. 2008

I am pleased to extend warm greetings to all those attending the WSU Master Gardener
Foundation of Washington State Leadership Conference.

This exciting event is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the Master Gardener 35th anniversary
and to reflect on all that its many volunteers have accomplished over the years. This exceptional program
has spread throughout the United States and in several foreign countries, educating students in science-
based horticulture and environmentally sound gardening practices.

Master Gardener volunteers are tremendous assets to the community, and their service
contributes to quality of life and the health of our environment as a whole. I applaud the Master Gardener
faculty, staff, and volunteers for their commitment to public education and the sound stewardship of our
natural resources. I am confident this program will continue to grow and benefit our state for many years
to come.

Congratulations again on your 35th anniversary, and please accept my best wishes for a
rewarding meeting and a memorable time of celebration.

Sincerely,
Christine O. Gregoire
Governor

Ed LaCrosse Award for Exceptional Service
Presented at Port Townsend

At the recent conference in Port Townsend, the state foundation presented awards to two individuals who
have served the statewide Master Gardener program in extraordinary ways.  ÒThe Ed LaCrosse Award for
Exceptional Service,Ó formerly called the ÒService Award,Ó was renamed this year in order to honor Ed
LaCrosse, Pierce County Master Gardener and former state foundation president, for his longstanding
devotion to our Master Gardener program.

The 2008 Ed LaCrosse Award for Exceptional Service was presented first to:

Christine Bailey.  Not only has Chris volunteered scores of hours each year for the Master Gardener
program in Benton-Franklin Counties, but she is an irreplaceable member of the Washington State Master
Gardener Foundation.  Christine Bailey has been a one-woman listserv. Chris manages all e-mail
announcements and news to and from the state foundation membership and from the state foundation to
the local foundations. Thanks to Chris, we know that any information we want county foundations or
WSU to receive will be quickly and accurately relayed across the state.

Last year, ChrisÕs work with the Search for Success program resulted in its redesign so that it is now
clearly an opportunity for local programs to share their successes without feeling there is a competition for
the ÒbestÓ story. As we witnessed at this yearÕs conference, each Search for Success story is indeed an
award-winning story. These are just two of many reasons Ms. Bailey was honored at the conference.

Dr. Linda Kirk Fox.   The Washington State Master Gardener Foundation honored Dr. Linda Kirk Fox as
the second recipient of the 2008 Ed LaCrosse Award.



Soon after her appointment as Associate Vice President and Dean, Washington State University
Extension, Dr. Fox sank her roots, so to speak, into the Master Gardener program. She knew that, just like
plants, if you expect a program to flourish and bloom, you must assure care and support.

Those who attended last year's conference heard Dr. Fox advocate for and commit to a Òhand-in-gloveÓ
relationship between the WSU Extension and our stateÕs Master Gardener program. The intervening year
has seen her bring this commitment to fruition. Dr. Fox has probably met with and listened to more
Master Gardeners than anyone in her position in the past. Additionally, her selection of a new Master
Gardener Program Leader has brought fresh and inspiring direction for the program.

2008 State Master Gardener of the Year Award
For 2008, there were ten nominees for Master Gardener of the year, all of whom were awarded an Award
of Excellence Certificate at the 2008 WSU Master Gardeners Leadership Conference at Fort Worden.
The 2008 Nominees were:

Christine Bailey, Benton-Franklin Counties; Cynthia Calbick, Grant-Adams Counties; Ray
Etheredge, Kitsap County; Susan McMahon, Jefferson County; Virginia Nelson, Kittitas County; Larry
Owens, Pierce County; Pam Ogle, Chelan & Douglas Counties; Diana Pieti, Yakima County; Wally
Prestbo, King County; and Jeanette Stehr-Green, Clallam County.

From that outstanding group of nominees, Larry
Owens, of Pierce County was selected as 2008
Master Gardener of the year! Although he has
only been a Master Gardener since 2004, Larry
has proven to be a real Òmover and shakerÓ in the
program! He is an innovative vegetable and
flower gardener with composting skills who is
often found mentoring neighbors and passing on
these skills. He helps in childrenÕs gardens,
helped reactivate a school greenhouse, and
volunteers long hours in book sales and plant
sales. He is a skilled nature photographer, and
his passion for the National Penstemon Society

actually prevented him from attending the 2008
Conference. Congratulations, Larry!

This year, Master Gardener Magazine, of Yakima, asked to be involved in the Master Gardener of the
Year awards from now on, and provided the plaque awarded to Larry. In addition, Editor of Master
Gardener Magazine, Jim Black, will be featuring Larry in an article in the July issue. Our thanks go to Jim
and Master Gardener Magazine. This year, for the first time and for ensuing years, the MGFWS will be
awarding $100.00 cash along with the Certificate and plaque to the new Master Gardener of the Year.

Three Outstanding Students Win MGFWS Scholarships

Three students from Washington State have been awarded scholarships of $500 each to help them pursue
college educations in the field of horticulture. The 2008 awards were announced at the MGFWS Annual
Conference in Port Townsend.

Kathleen Reed, from Skagit County, received the Van Bobbitt Scholarship. Kathleen is a graduate of
Burlington Edison High School and will attend Washington State University. She has worked in the
gardening industry and has won awards for landscape design. She hopes to benefit her agricultural
community through a career in plant pathology.



Anna Chlewbowski, from Snohomish County, received a Mary Robson Award. She is a graduate of
Snohomish High School and will attend Western Washington University. Anna already has extensive
experience with carnivorous plants and is interested in a career in environmental science. She was able to
attend the Awards Banquet at the Conference and was given her award by Mary Robson herself.

A second Mary Robson Scholarship was awarded to Evan Bean from Cowlitz County. Evan already has
nursery work experience and looks forward to a career in horticulture. He is a graduate of Toutle Lake
High School and will attend Washington State University.

Congratulations to these scholarship winners. Applications for the 2009 scholarships will be available this
fall through county Master Gardener programs.

Scholarship Update
 
Rachel E. Hunter, a former recipient of the Master Gardener's Foundation Scholarship, graduated Summa
Cum Laude from Washington State University with a major in Music and a minor in Horticulture in May
of this year. While at WSU, Rachel worked part-time in the greenhouses, supervising the watering
program.
 
A gifted musician, Rachel played the trumpet and tuba in the Cougars Marching Band and had the
opportunity to travel with the football team. She also played in various Pep Bands for basketball and
volleyball for both the men's and women's teams.
 
In February she presented her recital. Her instrument is the tuba which weighs just about as much as she
does!
 
As a youngster, she was interested in the outdoors and gardening. When she was a junior in high school,
she went to work for Dianne and Bob Fincham, owners of Coenosium Gardens, a rare plant nursery in
Eatonville. There she learned plants from the ground up by first weeding the display gardens and potting
the new propagations. Later she arranged the gallon plant area, helped with sales, and gave tours to
visitors. During her Winter break, she would help Bob graft orders for rare and unusual conifers.
 
In the fall, Rachel will enter the Master's Program at WSU. At the end of June she will attend an
orchestral conducting seminar in Chicago. She was one of only eleven selected for this honor.
 
On July 19 Rachel will marry her boyfriend of eight years and begin another phase of her life.

Search for Success
Chris Bailey

Two counties highlighted successful programs for this yearÕs Search for Success at the State Conference
in Port Townsend.

Jane Billinghurst told us about Skagit CountyÕs Know and Grow Workshops. They are a series of
workshops for Master Gardeners and home gardeners that combine the latest in horticultural research with
sound gardening advice. Topics are chosen based on interest to home gardeners and to draw on the
expertise of local researchers. They are timed to coincide with seasonal gardening tasks such as pruning in
early spring and planting bulbs in the fall. The workshops are scheduled for the third Tuesday of the



month from March to October so they can be marketed as a series. Jane also explained how they are able
to present these classes at no charge to the gardening public.

Shirley Williams shared Jefferson CountyÕs Yard and Garden, The Port Townsend Winter Social.  She
said Master Gardeners in her county have provided this educational series for the community for the past
ten years. It is always a sold-out crowd and neighbors come to learn about sustainable gardening
practices, share delicious treats, and win door prizes made and contributed by talented artists in their
Master Gardener program. The program is so successful, Shirley reports, that even though they donÕt
charge a lot, they still make some money. She said the community loves the series and looks forward to it
as a community winter get together.

Jane, Shirley and their respective counties received our thanks for sharing their unique ideas.

The Search for Success program began in 1993 as a way to provide new concepts for successful projects
and activities that other Master Gardeners could adapt for their county and to further our mission of
educating others. Conference attendees always look forward to hearing about these new ideas. They are
able to talk directly to the innovators to learn additional details about how to implement the program in
their part of the state.

There are many other exciting and proven projects going on in many counties. We hope you will share
your success with us at the 2009 conference in Pullman.

State Foundation Election Report
Elections for president and treasurer of the Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State took place
at the board meeting preceding the foundationÕs annual meeting last month at Port Townsend. Mary
Shane, representative from Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties, was elected to a two-year term as president.
Bill Havens, Pierce County, chose not to stand for election again. Sharon Commander, from Jefferson
County, was reelected to a new two-year term as treasurer.
In addition, the county representatives in the regions shown below will elect vice presidents for their
respective regions in September. Regional vice presidents also serve a two-year term.
Region Counties Incumbent
Metro Region King & Pierce Counties Larry Davis, Pierce County
Peninsula Region Clallam, Jefferson, Kitsap Counties Mike McFadden, Jefferson Co.

Southeast Region
Asotin, Benton-Franklin, Grant-Adams
Kittitas, Klickitat, Walla Walla, Yakima Helen Bachrach, Kittitas County

The president, past-president, secretary, treasurer, the regional vice presidents, and the WSU Master
Gardener Program Leader comprise the state foundation executive board.  The board is responsible for the
day-to-day operation of the foundation.

Conference Attendance
Chris Bailey

It was interesting to look at all of the counties represented at the 2008 conference. Some counties are
located in and around Port Townsend, but others are scattered across the state. Three counties are within a
50 miles radius of Port Townsend. Fourteen Master Gardeners attended from Kitsap, 10 from Jefferson
and 5 from Island County.



Driving 50 to 100 miles to Port Townsend were 17 Master Gardeners from Snohomish County, 5 from
Mason, and 4 each from Clallam and San Juan Counties.

Traveling from 100 to 200 miles away were 64 Master Gardeners from King County, 22 from Thurston,
13 from Pierce, 8 from Pacific-Grays Harbor and Whatcom, 7 from Skagit, 6 from Lewis, 5 from Kittitas
and 4 from Cowlitz County.

Ranging from 200 to 300 miles from the conference site, 8 Master Gardeners came from Benton-Franklin,
7 from Chelan, 4 from both Clark and Yakima, 3 from Grant-Adams, and one each from Douglas and
Okanogan Counties.

Other Master Gardeners traveled 300 to 400 miles.  Five from Asotin County and 3 from Spokane
County. If there was a prize for driving the longest distance to attend the conference, it would be claimed
by 3 Master Gardeners from Pend Oreille. They had to travel over 400 miles to join us!

Thank you to the conference attendees who took time to fill out and return their evaluation forms. We had
a 49% rate of return! Your answers and comments are being compiled and will be made available to the
conference staff, the Executive Committee and the committee planning the 2009 conference. Master
Gardeners also recycled over 150 badge holders. That is not only good for the environment, but it will
also save money.  Great job everyone!

WSU Master Gardener On-line Training
Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension MG Program Leader

Perhaps youÕve heard the news: the Master Gardener training modules are going on line! Twelve
modules, based on core requirements of the MG Basic Training, are being developed to improve the level
of volunteer training around the state.

Cinde Johnson, On-line Project Coordinator, is working with WSUÕs Center for Distance and Professional
Education and WSU Extension faculty to complete the project for use by fall of 2009.

The on-line training will be in a multimedia format including narrated PowerPoints by Extension
specialists and video clips of them demonstrating plant problems, pests, and horticulture techniques "in
the field." Crossword puzzles for terminology and fill-in-the-blank botanical diagrams will help make the
learning fun and interesting. Chapter quizzes will be online and will provide immediate feedback, as will
ID and diagnostic activities.
 
The development team will build communication avenues into the program to encourage online
community building among trainees and veterans, both in their home counties and between counties
across WA State. 
 
There are various ways counties can choose how to use the program, from having trainees do the online
portion at home and come to group classes to discuss the material and talk about local conditions, to
accessing the material in a group setting. The technology allows MGs to review classes as many times as
they wish whenever they have time. MGs can form study groups to learn together or they can work
independently and just come together for meetings and volunteer work. The opportunities are many and it
will be up to the County program coordinators and volunteers to decide how the on-line version can fit
into their program.



People interested in becoming MGs will still apply to their county  Extension MG program, fill out the
application and be accepted into the program before they will have access to the on-line program.
 
A program of this complexity takes time to develop, of course. The first six modules will be pilot tested
and evaluated this fall in Pend Oreille, Grant-Adams, Grays Harbor-Pacific, and possibly other counties.
We'll incorporate the feedback we get into the first six, along with developing the second set of modules
and a "train-the-trainer" module.
 
Cinde demonstrated short segments of the videos, narration, and other attributes at the State MG
Conference in Port Townsend in June. There will be other opportunities to see segments of the modules in
various meetings over the next fifteen months, including at the 2009 MG Conference in Pullman,
September 25th and 26th.  If you have any questions, please contact Cinde Johnson at cindej@wsu.edu.

The Foundation has a new Web Site
Mark Clark, Webmaster

Each county foundation or organization tends to see itself as an island, isolated from other counties.
However, we are WSU Master Gardeners not just to improve our own gardens, but because we share a
desire to encourage the citizens of Washington State to practice sustainable horticulture and
environmental stewardship. All counties can benefit by sharing information to better ÒHelp WSU Master
Gardener Programs ÔgrowÕ better communities through financial support, communication, education and
advocacy.Ó

One way to do this is by building a Website that attracts visitors and facilitates the exchange of ideas and
information. Until recently, the busy tech folks at WSU were charged with maintaining the State
FoundationÕs website. Updating our website was always a challenge, and it gradually became very out-of-
date. We wanted to have a website we could keep updated ourselves.  But before we could do that, we had
to get WSU authorization to access their server.  Earlier this year, with support from Tonie Fitzgerald and
Dr. Linda Fox, I was able to obtain that access, and I set about creating an updated website that should be
much easier for us to maintain ourselves.

The Website you will see now when you visit http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/index.html is a fresh
interpretation of many of the features of the prior website, and a few new ideas.

¥ In addition to a more colorful look, it is designed to be easier to update, and easier to add or delete
features as good ideas arise or our needs evolve.

¥ The Home page includes space for periodic writings from the membership.
¥ Navigate around more pages via the menu bar.  Go quickly where you want for targeted information.
¥ A table of links to Master Gardener websites makes it easier to know what is going on across the

State, the USA, and even Canada.
¥ Pages for Board Meetings and Newsletter have more information. PDF downloads are identified.
¥ Resource pages are where you need them, and have current links and downloads.  The SOPs are

presented in HTML for quicker online access.
¥ New pages are ready for ÒFrequently Asked QuestionsÓ and ÒWhatÕs New.Ó
¥ The webmaster.mgfws@wsu.edu email is now monitored and your emails will be acknowledged.

This is a work in process. Please send your comments and suggestions to webmaster.mgfws@wsu.edu.
And please support the State FoundationÕs website by spreading the word, and by asking for a prominent
link on your countyÕs Master Gardener website.



You'll want to Save These Dates!
 
March 22-26, 2009 International Master Gardener Conference, Las Vegas, NV.
                                The theme will be "water conservation."
 
September 24-26, 2009 WSU/MGFWS Leadership Conference

Seeds for Thought
Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State
7612 Pioneer Way East
Puyallup, WA  98371-4989




