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Master Gardener _
T Bl ~~Mary Shane, MGFWS President

Washington State The 2009 Advanceéducation Conference was a dou-
ble hitte® both extraordinarily educational and lots and
lots of fun. For me, especially gratifying was the op-
W | portunity to meet so many Master Gardeners, Agents
| and Program Coordinators with whom | have spoken
over my last year as president of the state foundation.
Putting faces with names and voices was a real treat!
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What also could be better than to have the opportunity
to present several awards on Friday night? The coveted
Master Gardener of the Year award was presented this
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Don Lee, 2009 Master Gardener  year toDON Lee, from Island County Now

Local Native Plants Take
Center Stage of the Year, from Island County

(&1

completing his 20 year as an Island County Master
Gardener, Don Lee is known throughout Island, San Juan and Skagit Counties as the pre
mier instructor in fostering native plants in the landscape. Don is also respected in his
county as an expert in water resources. His efforts for the county
Water Resources Advisory Committee led to the creation of the
countyods first comprehensive wai

o

Old Hotel Plant List

o

Contact Us

Our thanks for the content for this issue|
to:

e Ben Trowbridge, Mason County
e Fran Hammond, Clark County

e Nora Rappé, Okanogan County

In addition to being a gardener and builder in the Meerkerk Rhodo-
dendron Gardens on Whidbey Island, Don also formed a new non-
profit corporation to assure effective management of the gardens.
In his honor, Rhododendron 'Don's Blue Star' is being registered
with the Royal Horticultural Society and the American Rhododen-
dron Society.
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Carol Robbins, Grays Harbor County  Tonie Fitzgerald, wsU MG TONi€  Fitzgerald was the handdown choice as recipient of

ProgramLeader o E¢ |aCrosse Distinguished Service Award. Having accepted the

Visit our website: (Hello, Master Gardeners, Continued on page 6)
MGFWS
What 6s the Buzz about Online Training?

~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension MG Program Leader

By now, many of you have heard about the MG Online Training Course (OLT). Most Extension faculty and coordinators
have been through one or more sessions about how to incorporate it into local programs. Between now and whenever
your next training program begins, Coordinators will be planning ways to use it. Here are some common questions and
answers about this exciting and scary change.

Why do we have to switch to online training for volunteers?When | surveyed MGs and staff in late 2007 about pro-
gram needs and desires, | heard a LOUD and CLEAR request for consistency in the quality of training in every county.
Given the scenario of decreased state budgets for Extension specialists and researchers, the only way to bring equal tr:
ing opportunity to over 30 counties was via distaadacation methods. The result has been the development of an online
training course for Extension MG volunteers. The course was designed and created by WSU Extension in partnership
with WSU6s Center for Distance and Professional Educa
PowerPoints, video clips, hards activities, interactive activities, quizzes, the Sustainable Gardening Handbook, Exten-
sion publications, and recommended websites and other resources. No matter where a MG lives, he or she will have co
tinued access to WSU faculty presentations. It is a wise use of Extension resources at a time when resources are more
ited than ever before.

(Online Training , Continued on page 6)

Computer-experience and equipment requirements for online training can be found here.



http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/documents/IntroductiontoOLTandComputerRequirements.pdf
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/index.html

Weed ldentification: Presented by Dr. Richard Old at the MG Conference
~~Fran Boucher, Cowlitz County Master Gardener

This article first appeared i n MadteeGaienerélemsletter 200 9

| signed up for this class after getting two weeds in Plant & Insect Clinic that | did not have a clue on how to
begin the identification. | tried my wusual fscie
the entireWeeds of the Welsbok, hoping to find anything that looked similar, etc. Obviously my method did
not have a logical approach. Dr. Richard Old was the instructor for this class. He is a gre&i tealshing

over with excitement for weeds. His years of experience led him to the belief that the classical taxonomy key
for plants is of little practical use unless you are already a botanist, and know the answer to what you are tryi
to identify.

Dr. Old has developed a weetentification program called XID (Expert
Identification). This is a weed database contained on a DVD. Our introg
tion to using the program involved the assumption that we had a dande
front of us that we needed to identify. We had to come up with a descri
of what we could see, smell, feel about the plant. For example: there is |
tap root, the flower is yellow and at the end of a long stem, the stem is |
when broken, the leaves are jagged, but flat on the ground. We took the
characteristics, and with just what we were able to observe we were ab
reduce the possibilities from 1200 weeds to less than 10. Then we were «=
to bring up the pictures of the 10 remaining plants, and complete the |dL..L...
cation.

The (Cowlitz County) Plant & Insect Clinic has a copy of the first edition of XID (database of 1000 weeds)
and several of us purchased the current version, which has 1200 weeds. If you want to try using this progran
it is highly recommended to do the tutorial first (found on the home page of the program). The limitation of th
program is the number of weeds in the database, but Dr. Old continues to add weeds as he is able to. He stz
that his limitation was usually having good pictures to include.
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Across the Palouse
~~Ben Trowbridge, Mason County Master Gardener, MGFWS Vice President 6 Southwest Region

Pullman is a long way from almost all points in Washingtdmut getting there is truly a wonder! The Palouse is a con-
stant shift, in color, texture, elevation, crops, bunch grass, sage

and, of course, the evehanging light. To tootle along on aufo Gardens Of |re|and

speed, little traffic, no electric lines, TV antennas: this is a fare
and special place. with Marty Wingate
The pot of gold at the end of this rainbow is the wonder of dreat June 25 -July 5 2010

ice cream, cheese and, of course, WSU. It has also been the
location of some our best advanesdlication conferences. Visit gardens, pubs and historic

This conference was the best. The lectures (thank you, Tonie!) sites
were excellent. In all cases they were delivered by heads qf .
departments or nationally recognized experts in their fields. on this small -group tour

The newly refurbished union building (the CUB) was a bealti-
ful and wonderfully functional environment. The local folk had
the whole process wetirganized and fully under control. Angl July 5 -8

another wonder: all of the electronic paraphernalia functiorjed For more information
when asked to.

*optional England extension,

martywingate.com
So what did | | earn ? A | ot . N o, \{W(l)% not 0going bore

details, but | would like to thank several of the presenters fqr email nwtravel.com
their excellent presentations. Paul Charpentier (he is Frengh,
but not the oh la la one) and Jolie Kaytes. Paul teaches at the University of Idaho, Dept. of Environmental Sciences an

(Palouse, Continued on page 8)



http://www.martywingate.com/
mailto:brad@nwtravel.com

Old Hotel Drought -Tolerant Demonstration Garden:
The Winner of the 2009 Ellen A'Key Grant

~~Terry Rice & Linda Crosier, Grant -Adams Counties Master Gardeners

When Sally Laufer, director at The Othello Old Hotel Art Gallery, approached us in April about putting in a small garder
= iN & vacant lot on the property, we were delighted. We had helped with
#t he Master Gardenersdé drought to

and were excited to see something like it in Othello. Othello is a rural

community with a very arid climate and the availability of water is

always a problem. This farming community relies heavily on

" pesticides, herbicides and irrigation. We hoped that this garden would

% educate peopleonefor i endl y Awater wiseo (¢

Sy around the area. There were some very old trees and lilacs located in
praoby Teny e frONt Of @ charming old fence. Local Lions Club members came to the

Atthe Old Hotel Before the Project Began rescue and helped clear the site and move the fence to the back of the
lot.

A number of people offered plant starts and bulbs for the ga
but we needed some top soil and mulch to ready the are
planting. We were awarded $1000 by the Grant/Adams c(
Master Gardener Foundation and we applied for the King Cd
Master Gardener Foundati on
thrilled to be chosen to receive $1500 from that grant.

This fall we have been happily preparing the garden site
planting perennials and bulbs. The Othello cemetery donate _ ety :
|l oads of soil and Terryobds husband hel ped push rrentenreg r QL
Gardens, our local nursery, supplied us with bark and drodb—ﬁtSam Mitchell, King County Fdn. Treasurer, Terry Rice, Linda Cro-

. sier, Judy Porterfield, King County Fdn. President)
tolerant plants at cost. We wanted to use our local businesses as

(Qld Hotel, Continued on page 5)

For a list of plants selected for the Old Hotel Drought Tolerant Demonstration Garden, click here.

Elements of a Successful Plant Sale

~~Nancy Funk, Master Gardener, Clark County

The Clark County Master Gardener Foundation has operated very successful plant sales for a number of years. Each
has been better than the last. Our sales this year were around $32,000! This achievement has allowed us to contint
support, financially and with plant donations, some wonderful programs throughout our community.

Where do you start? It takes organization, planning, coordination, plants, people and fun! You have to treat it like runnir
a business, a fun business. You must consider your costs, what will sell and what will not. What is worth your time ar
energy, and what is not. Of course this is not a onetime decision,
We sold about 900 tomato things evolve as time goes on and the world changes.

plants in gallons, along with As an example, this year we really ramped up the number of vegetable
doubl e t hat a mo u n geedlipgs we pigted.p\e angcipated that many more people were
growing their own iVictory Gard
cleaned out on the first day of our tway sale. We could have sold another 500 basil plants, squash, and cucumbers. W
sold about 900 tomato plants in gallons, along with d

We are fortunate to have the use of several old greenhouses and plant storage space at the former WSU Research St
It allows us to send out our f@Adig teamd to peopl eds &
dig it. (We do have a few exceptions for sometatkcommon plants.) The dig team will bring the plants back to the

greenhouse and after the potting soil is brought in, by the truckload, the volunteers go to work of chopping, hacking, sa
(Plant Sale, Continued on page 7)
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master gardene

advanced-education conference

September 23-25, 2010
Red Lion Hotel at the Quay-Vancouver, WA

24 Seminars

Horticulture

Food Gardening
Volunteaer Skills
Environmental Protection
Creatures: Friend and Foe

Mationally Recognized Speakers
« Welcoming « Keynote
« Banquet « Cap Note

One Convenient Location
For All Events and Lodging
« Red Lion Hotel at the Quay
on the Columbia River
« Fantastic 589 Guest Room Rate
« Come early; stay late; enjoy 3+
days of education & relaxation

5] Dierrathy H. T Ilj e ﬂdud-rinjllr. 2hpy, cam

Early Bird Registration ... $170 Optional Pre- & Post-Conference Tours
. l”_?_l'_':dESdF”gla? & Saltu rdFa}'dm”EhEE- = Fort Wancouver Heritage Garden
ursday dinner, plus Friday banguet . .
« Clark County Wineries

« Sign up early ... Full registration is
limited to the first 340 persons Classical Chinese Garden

+ Watch for details and updates at Portland Japanese Garden
http:/fmastergardenar.wsu.edu/mgfws/ « Willamette River Dinner Cruise

“Gardening ... Bridging the Pagt into the Future”

) Pragantad by . ) )
WWASHINGTON STATE LINIVERSITY WWIASHINGTON STATE LINIVERSIT?
FRTENSIOR Er'\ TSI

Ausiter doarrdomer Progrom Maasrer Gordener Fovdiifa riog

WS Exlarrson programe and smplrment ane avabizl o al wisouldiminnaton. Evidence of roncompliznce may b sepaed tecogh your izl WEL Exension ofics

Looking Forward to the 2010 Conference in Vancouver
~~Dean Sutera, Clark County Master Gardener & 2010 Advanced -Education Conference Chair

Attendees at the 2009 WSU Master Gardener Advagakatation Conference in Pullman were treated to many excellent
seminars and plenty of opportunities to share information with over 200 participants from all across the state. The confel
ence concluded with a video highlighting the 2010 conference, in Vancouver. Clark County has never hosted the annual
conference, and from what the video showed, it looks like attendees next year will be in for a real treat.

The conference will be held September2Z8 2010, at the Red Lion Hotel at the Quay in Vancouver, WA. All seminars

and events, as well as lodging, will be held at the hotel, so come, park your car and enjoy! The hotel is right on the Colu
bia River, directly across from Portland. Severalgreference tours, including the Portland Japanese Garden, the Port-
land Classical Chinese Garden and a couple of local wineries, will be offered.

An outstanding lineup of speakers has already been assembled by Tonie Fitzgerald and Dr. Charles Brun (Clark Co. Ext
sion Agent) and Carolyn Gordon (Clark Co. MG Program Coordinator). In addition to the 24 seminars, nationally known
speakers will be making Welcoming, Keynote, Banquet and CapNote presentations. The theme of the conference is
iGardening . . . Bridging the Past I nto the Future. oo
help get attendees started on the conference journey. U.S. historian Rose $tattienill be the banquet speaker. Hay-
denSmith is an expert on Victory Gardens, and recently returned from an invitatipmour of the White House garden.

She will also be presenting a seminar on teaching children to garden.

Due to the banquet seating capacity,-fulhference registrations will be limited to the first 340 to sign up, so look online
for registration to open in early February. Full edoiyd conference registration of $170 will include the Friday night ban-
guet as well as dinner on Thursday and lunches on both Friday and Saturday.

(2010 Conference, Continued on page 5)




(Old Hotel, Continued from page 3)

much as possible so the plants and supplies will be r
available to our community members.

Wedr e |l ookin
spring so we can see all @
plants and bulbs growing. &%
drip irrigation system will bg
" jnstalled. A garden path wi
be put in place as well as!
bench so people can enjoy i oo
garden. We will work witF®= = = . oa———
the WSU Extension office on The Garden Planting Begins at the Old Hotel
signage and a brochure with

pictures of plants and information on drougblerant gardening and integrated pest
8 management. A border of native rocks will also be installed to define the garden area.
e M The Othello High Schoolds Ag Depart men

; make a metal sign for the garden.

Photo by Terry Rice

This garden will be a display garden as well as a teaching garden. Classes will be
offered to adults and children at the Old Hotel and through our extensive Community
Schools program. We will call upon the Grahdams Master Gardeners and WSU Extension as resources for these
classes.

Linda Crosier Planting the New Garden

I f you travel t hrough the Othello area, pl ease visit
we 0| | meet you there.

Local Native Plants Take Center Stage
~~Terri Williams, Master Gardener, Okanogan County

Okanogan County Master Gardener Terri Williams and a committee of other Master Gardener Volunteers recently deve
oped a list of local native plants useful for landscaping purposes, as part of a native landscape design developed for the
Tonasket Ranger District office complex.

Beginning with the Washington Native Plant Societyods
narrowed down the Okanogan County list according to the following criteriainvasive, relatively good plant width

and leaf density, more conspicuous flowering, ease of cultivation, and other positive attributes for home landscapes. Tt
result? A useful startingoint for choosing the right native plant for the right place.

Native plants are already wealbapted to local environments and climates, are usually drtoighént and hardy, and

offer an emotional and visual link to the sustainable landscapes of the past and future. While the Okanogan County Na
tive Landscape List was specifically developed for Okanogan County applications, due to the varied elevations and mici
climates of the County, the list could be useful for many other Eastern Washington and Oregon locations.

More information on the Okanogan County Native Landscape Plant List can be found by contacting Rita Jensen, Maste
Gardener Coordinator, at (509) 42245 orrjensen@co.okanogan.wa, s by visitinghttp://okanogan.wsu.edu/mg/
index.htmland clicking on the link right after the first paragraph on that page.

(2010 Conference, Continued from page 4)

You will have to wait until early February to register for the conference, but hotel reservations can be made anytime. The

Organizing Committee for the 2010 conference suggests that you call the Red Lion Hotel at the Q68%-83801) now

to place your reservation. The committee expects all 160 rooms to be filled by conference attendees, especially conside
ing the unbelievably low rates: $89 for a queen bed and $99 for two queen beds. Rates include occupancy of up to four
people. Regular rates for the Red Lion range from $135 to $159 per night. When calling, mention the 2010 Master Gar-
dener Conference special room rate. You may also make your reservation online by goikgdodhe L i o n ,Gester we b
the dates of reservation and then check fASpeci al Rat e
f100922MAO0 and then click on ACheck Availability. o A
available, but rates will be much higher.

Come Early and Stay Late . . . extend your educational experience into a vacation. Enjoy the many wonderful gardens a
the natural beauty of Southwest Washington and the Portland area.

Print the flyer from this newsletter as a reminder to register for the conference, and watch for details and inpitetes at
mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/



mailto:rjensen@co.okanogan.wa.us
http://okanogan.wsu.edu/mg/index.html
http://okanogan.wsu.edu/mg/index.html
http://www.redlion.rdln.com/HotelLocator/HotelOverview.aspx?metaID=46
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/

(Hello, Master Gardeners, Continued from page 1)

role of WSUbs statewide Master Gardeiner Program Lead
crisscrosses our state to assure open communication between WSU and local

Master Gardener programs. Helpful and supportive, Tonie is instrumental in

forging regional relationships throughout the Master Gardener community.

She is responsible for a comprehensive revision of the program handbook,

and she has implemented online hours reporting for Master Gardé&féhs.

her leadership, online training for new Master Gardeners has begun.

It was delightful to recognize the Mary Robson and Van Bobbitt Scholars for
2009, Haley Clapp and Emmett Wild. Both are students at WSU and at-
tended the dinner. Emmett, from Snohomish County, graduated Iast(l_yg%artha GG, Eihe

Photo by Roland Malan,

mish County,

from Lakewood High School in Arlington and plans to study Wildlife EG@krpws scholarship Committee Chair, Haley
ogy and Sustainable Agriculture at WSU. Haley is from King County; @agp, King County, Mary Shane, MGFWS Presi-
attended Cedarcrest High School in Duvall. She is preparing for a caredleals mmett Wild, Snohomish County
high-school horticulture teacher.

Last, but certainly not least, the state foundation presented the 2009
Media Award to Dee Coppola, who was nominated by Master Gar-
deners from Kitsap County. Dee is the founding editorial director
of AWest Sound Home and Garden. o
of the publicity she continually gives the Kitsap County Master
Gardeners: she dedicates complimentary advertising space in each issue of her magazine for the Master Gardener
gram on the Kitsap Peninsula. In addition, Peg Tillery, Program Coordinator in Kitsap County, is featured in most issue
writing, fnGet the Dirt on Home Gardening. 0

Wh a tthé Buzz about Online Training ? (Continued from page 1)

Does it replace classroom training?No, the OLT does not replace all your meetings and classes. There are eight core
competency modules in the OLT. You will be able to do the reading assignments, lectures, videos and quizzes for the ¢
competency topics at your convenience. You may train together in small groups or you may do some of the sessions all
together. Facéo-face classes will be scheduled by MG Program Coordinators to review the material, schedule local
speakers, engage in harwls activities, and discuss community volunteer projects and opportunities.

Is there a charge for using it? Yes, the fee for each trainee is $50. The fee will cover a user fee for the online course
management system at Pullman, Méni. tech support, content maintenance, and ongoing access to course content. Vol-
unteers must use a credit card to pay for the OLT.

One way to think of this is that the fee you pay in your county is like tuition for a class and the $50 fee for the kLT is li
the cost of the textbook. However, this textbook contains lectures, assignments, videos, activities, Extension publication
and more.

Is this form of training required for all new MG volunteers? Yes, the core competency modules are all part of the
online training.

Is it required for MGs who are already certified (veterans)? No, MGs who are already certified are not required to

take the online training. However, they will not have access to all the new or updated information contained in the OLT.
Veterans who choose to pay the $50 fee will receive a DVD with access to the material and to future updates. Some co
ties are planning to offer Continuing Education hours for veterans who complete some of the assignments in the OLT.

|l 6m sure this article has brought many more questions

more information, but please understand that he or she may not have worked out all the answers to your questions yet.
Cinde Johnson, OLT Coordinator, and | are working with the Center for Distance and Professional Education to make tt
transition as easy as possible for all involved.









